Miss Soifer Classroom Reference Guide
Student Planner/Agenda
It is your child’s responsibility to write homework assignments in his/her student planner each day.  It will be written on the board to be copied each morning and checked by myself or a student helper.  Please sign each night to acknowledge that you have seen the homework assignment and that your child has completed his/her homework assignment.  As the year goes on, this will become routine for the students. Also, look for upcoming test dates as well as due dates for returning papers in the planner. 
Homework Folder/Communication Folder (burgundy)
The homework folders will come home Monday-Friday. Your child will bring home his/her reading log each night in their homework folder.  They will need to complete 100 minutes for the week.  You can choose to have them read 20 minutes a night or choose to complete the 100 minutes as it’s best for your family’s schedule.  Have your child retell what they read to you. This retell should include the main events in the reading, and not every small detail. Please sign your name indicating that your child did read that night. If you have a busy week, it is okay for your child to read ahead. The idea is that they do 100 minutes of outside reading each week. Along with reading, the students will have a weekly reader’s response journal based on their reading at home. This will be completed either on their reading log sheet or we may use a class blog called Edmodo. Finally, math homework will be assigned each night. This will be from our Homework & Remembering book or a worksheet. 
Expectations for Turning in Homework Late

If for some reason (sickness, emergencies, etc.) a student is unable to complete homework, please write a note, and the assignment will be excused until the next day (or longer if needed).  However, please do not write a note asking for more time to complete homework if the reason is because your child left their homework at school. When students face the consequences of their actions it helps to prepare them to become more responsible, independent workers in the future. I have told the students that everyone makes mistakes every once and a while and that is the best way we learn. They learn a great deal by making mistakes, including forgetting homework after they worked so hard to complete it. By encouraging responsible behavior now, we are setting them up for success in the future! ( Students will also be able to earn late homework passes this school year as a reward that they can save for a day they need to turn work in late!
Wednesday Folders
Every Wednesday, unless otherwise noted, checked/graded papers will go home in your child’s Homework folders. You will also receive any field trip forms, announcements, or papers that need to be reviewed by an adult. Please return any papers that need to be signed on Thursday.
Behavior Expectations
We will learn all of the classroom and school rules as well as practice procedures the first week of school.  The classroom rules are posted in our room and I have high expectations for my classroom. Our behavior system is a colored clip chart and Class Dojo combined.  Class Dojo is an online behavior system that allows to students to have their own avatar that keeps track of their daily/weekly points.  The students will start everyday on green (which is very good) and will have an opportunity to go up for exemplary behavior or go down for not being prepared for class or following school and class rules.  Every color is associated with points for Class Dojo.    When they collect a specific amount of points, they will earn rewards and prizes.   If you are interested in donating any small prize box items, that would be great. 
Colored Clip Chart Meanings
Your child will be responsible for writing their daily color in the planner each night!!! Please sign the planner every night and discuss their color for the day. 
Pink: Super Student! (If a student is on blue OR purple all week!)
Purple: Great Job! (For showing great behavior.)
Blue: Good Choices! (For continuing to make the right decisions.)
Green: Ready to Learn (Every student will start here daily.)
Yellow: Think About It (Warning)

Orange: Teacher’s Choice (This may be a time out or a visit to another teacher’s classroom.)

Red: Parent Contact (A parent will be emailed or called by the end of the day.) 
Snack
Snack time will occur when we come back from specials around 1:45.   PLEASE send a healthy snack each day since we will have a very early lunch at 11:00.  Students may bring a water bottle to school and keep it on their desk all day, however, please suggest that they bring it home frequently to be washed. Please do not send juice to school.  Only water is allowed in the bottles.  Please email me before sending in a birthday snack as we may have allergies in our classroom.  All snacks that are sent to school for learning experiences or for birthdays need to be store bought. 
Absences

If your child has to miss school, please email me the morning of or send in a note the next day. We can’t excuse an absence if we do not have written documentation for the reason the student was out of school. 
Math

This year in math we will be pre-assessing students for each unit. Based on the pre-assessments, students will be placed in a group for instruction during that unit. This will help students get to know us as teachers as well as allow us to get to know the students. Pre-assessment scores will not come home but will always be available for viewing. Tests will be sent home after they are graded. Please review the test with your child and sign/return it. If you have questions relating to math, please don’t hesitate to contact me.
Edmodo

This year we will be utilizing a program called Edmodo.  Edmodo is a website where students can post information, read information, take quizzes, and submit assignments for grading.  I have used this in the past and the students and parents loved it.   Each student has to have written permission to participate. Permission slips will be sent out as soon as possible. Each student has to be invited to our classroom group. Our classroom group is private and can only be seen by those in the group. In Edmodo, students can’t post to each other until I see it and approve it.  All parents will also be given a parent code so they can view everything their child does. This code is child-specific so parents will not be able to view anything posted by other students. Recently, Edmodo has added something called “Snapshot”.  This is a great resource to help prepare for the EOG’s in both reading and math.  I will also be able to post study guides, articles, and extra information for the students to view. I may utilize Edmodo and weekly newsletters as well as my blackboard website.  When you go to blackboard, you should be redirected to my class website.  
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email me at jsoifer@wcpss.net  
Thanks,

Miss Soifer
